
 

 

English 3032 
The 19th-Century British Novel from Dickens to Hardy 

Dr. R. Maitzen  
Fall 2014 

MWF 9:30-10:30 McCain 1170 

Contact Information 

 
Email:    Dr.Maitzen@Dal.Ca (see our Blackboard site for my email policy) 
WWW:   http://maitzen.wordpress.com 
Office Hours:  M & W 1:30-2:30, or by appointment, or any time my office door is open 
 

Required Books  

 
Charlotte Brontë, Villette 
Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 
George Eliot, Middlemarch 
Thomas Hardy, Jude the Obscure 
George Gissing, The Odd Women 
 

All books have been ordered in Oxford World’s Classics editions. You may use other scholarly 
editions instead (Penguin, Broadview, Norton) if you are prepared to hunt around for cited 
passages. You may also use electronic versions of scholarly editions. I do not recommend that 
you use budget editions or free online versions, as they are often incomplete or inaccurate, and 
they typically lack useful apparatus including explanatory footnotes and textual history. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Option A (default)  

Mini-Midterms (4 @ 5 %) 20% 

Short Essay 20% 

Final Exam 30% 

Reading Journal  30% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
 
  

Option B (by permission only)  

Mini-Midterms (4 @ 5%) 20% 

Short Essay 20% 

Final Essay 30% 

Reading Journal 30% 

TOTAL 100% 
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About the Course Requirements 

 
Mini-Midterms: At the end of our class work on each novel, you will write an in-class “mini-
midterm” comprised of short answer questions and a passage to analyze. (We will do some 
practice questions as class exercises.) There will be five  of these; your best four marks will 
count towards your final grade. Make-up tests will be allowed only in truly exceptional 
circumstances (such as well-documented medical or other emergencies). Otherwise, if you miss 
a mini-midterm for any reason (sleeping in, illness, or whatever), the zero will stand as your 
lowest mark and thus not be counted. 
 
Short Essay: Everyone will write a 750-1000 word critical essay on one of our first four novels 
(or one of our first three, if you hope to complete Option B). You may choose which novel you 
write on and thus which deadline you need to meet (see schedule), but you must notify me of 
your intentions by sending me an email stating your commitment and including a thoughtful 1-
page proposal (as an attachment) no later than the deadline on the schedule. You may not 
back out once you have submitted your proposal; no late proposals will be considered. No 
exceptions will be made to these policies. More detailed instructions and suggested essay 
topics will be distributed separately. 
 
Reading Journals: The best way to engage with our novels and to be ready for class discussion 
is to read actively — annotating, highlighting, questioning, and commenting on what you notice 
— and on schedule. To support and encourage you in this effort, one of the course 
requirements is a regular reading journal which you will keep on Blackboard. The basic 
requirement is three entries per novel, each of which will be worth 2%. The more particular 
requirements are as follows: 
 

 Content: Entries must be in complete, coherent sentences and a minimum of 150 words; 
they must include at least one relevant quotation. For entries to get full credit they must 
explicitly address developments in our current novel up to the pages assigned by your 
posting date (if you post about Villette on September 19, for example, to earn the full two 
points your post must show convincingly that you have read to the end of the novel). 
Beyond that, what and how much you say is up to you, though we will discuss some good 
strategies in class and some study questions are provided as optional prompts. 
 

 Timing: You cannot get credit for more than one post on a single day or two in a single 
week, so plan ahead. Otherwise you may post your entries on your own schedule, as long as 
you get them done before the cut-off dates (see schedule). You are welcome to write more 
often than is strictly required: you will find your journal a valuable resource when working 
on your essays or studying for the exam, and the extra writing and thinking will almost 
certainly help you earn a better grade in the course. However, you will not receive bonus 
credits for additional posts. The earlier you post your entries, the more likely you are to get 
personalized feedback: posts tend to pile up near the cut-offs, and then all I can do is check 
them off as completed. 



 

 

Final Exam: There will be a 3-hour final exam for this course with short answer questions, 
passages to analyze, and an essay question focusing primarily on The Odd Women. Exams are 
formal university proceedings scheduled by the Registrar’s Office and governed by very specific 
regulations. Until and unless I have agreed that you may do Option B, assume you will be 
writing the final exam for this course: do not make travel plans for the exam period (December 
4-14). No alternative exam arrangements will be made. 
 
Option B (Final Essay): If you do well on the short essay assignment (B or better) and would like 
the opportunity to write a more extended analysis of our readings, including a research 
component, you may request to meet the requirements under Option B. You must submit your 
request no later than November 19 along with a proposal (detailed instructions and suggested 
topics will be distributed later in the term). You will have to write on The Odd Women. Not 
everyone who requests Option B will necessarily be approved for it. Until and unless I have 
agreed that you may do Option B, assume you will be writing the final exam for this course: do 
not make travel plans for the exam period (December 4-14). No alternative exam 
arrangements will be made. You may back out of Option B after submitting your proposal 
provided you notify me in writing before the essay is due and in time for you to write the final 
exam instead. 
 

Other Course Information and Policies 

 
Readings: Our novels are long, and if you are a slow reader, you may find it challenging to keep 
up. But it is possible (many students before you have managed it), and it can even be fun! Just 
don’t assume you can catch up the night before a class meeting. Plan ahead, carry your novels 
with you everywhere, seize every opportunity to read another chapter or two — and if you feel 
really swamped, skim along for a while and then go back later to important sections. Whatever 
you do, don’t start skipping class because you are behind: it’s much better to be in class and 
know more or less what we’re talking about than to fall out of the loop and out of the 
discussion altogether. And maybe we can help you get back on track! 
 
General Courtesy: Please be punctual and plan to stay for the whole class time, so as not to 
interrupt or distract from our work together as a class. Phones, watch alarms, and other 
electronic devices should be turned off before class begins. Everyone will appreciate being able 
to concentrate! You may not record our classroom sessions unless you need to do so because 
of a properly documented accessibility issue you have informed me of in advance. 
 
Laptops and Tablets: You are welcome to use your laptop or tablet to take notes during 
lectures and discussions. However, it is a waste of our scant and valuable time together for you 
to play games, read your email, or check Facebook during class. It can also be very distracting; 
recent studies have shown that “multitasking” negatively affects not just your learning but that 
of those around you. If in my judgment your computer use is detrimental to the classroom 
atmosphere or to your participation in class, or if I have any complaints about it from other 
class members, I will ask you to put it away. 



 

 

 
Late Papers: Except in cases of documented medical, family, or other emergencies, essays 
submitted after their due dates will receive late penalties (⅓ of a letter grade per day, including 
weekends). Ordinarily they will not be accepted more than one week past the due date for any 
reason: by that point, you and I both need to have moved on. 
 
Attendance: Learning in English courses depends on practice and discussion by you as much as 
on lecturing and modeling by me — so I take attendance very seriously. Though no specific 
portion of your grade is set aside for attendance, sign-in sheets will be circulated daily and the 
course assignments and policies are designed to encourage and reward regular and well-
informed attendance. I hope that you will be committed to and motivated about coming to 
every class meeting. There is no need to contact me about an occasional absence, but do get in 
touch promptly if an ongoing problem is interfering with your ability to come to class regularly, 
not least because I may be able to steer you to appropriate support or resources. If you miss  
classes for any reason, it is your responsibility to get notes and information about what you 
missed from other students. Beware of asking me (or any instructor) if you “missed anything 
important.” Students who miss a significant number of classes without sufficient reason will not 
be permitted to submit assignments or write exams for this course. 
 
Academic Integrity: A statement on academic integrity is posted to our Blackboard site, along 
with a link to Dalhousie’s complete policies and procedures on academic integrity. It is your 
responsibility to be informed about and comply with these policies. Work submitted for this 
class may be submitted to SafeAssign, a text-matching software program designed to check for 
plagiarism. Senate regulations now give students the right to opt out of SafeAssign and request 
an alternative method of evaluating their work for originality. If you wish to do so, you must 
inform me in writing before the end of the add-drop period, and I will present you with your 
other options. 
 
Accessibility and Accommodation: A link to the Office of Student Accessibility and 
Accommodation is available on our Blackboard site. Students should contact OSAA if they 
believe they are eligible for classroom or exam accommodation. 
  



 

 

English 3032 Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

 
Date Readings Assignments 

F Sept 5 Introduction: The 19th-Century Novel Be there! 

M Sept 8 Charlotte Brontë, Villette Ch. I-VIII  

W Sept 10 Villette Ch. I-XVI  

F Sept 12 Villette Ch. I-XXIV  

M Sept 15 Villette Ch. I-XXXI Villette proposals due 

W Sept 17 Villette (all)  

F Sept 19 Mini-Midterm I: Villette Last day for Villette journals 

M Sept 22 Workshop: Writing Critical Essays  

W Sept 24 Charles Dickens, Great Expectations V.I Ch.  
I-VII 

 

F Sept 26 Great Expectations V.I (all) Villette essays due 

M Sept 29 Great Expectations V.II Ch. I-XIV  

W Oct 1 Great Expectations V.II (all); V.III Ch. I-XI Great Expectations proposals due 

F Oct 3 Great Expectations (all)  

M Oct 6 Mini-Midterm II: Great Expectations Last day for Great Expectations journals 

W Oct 8 George Eliot, Middlemarch, Prelude; Ch. I-
X) 

 

F Oct 10 Middlemarch Ch. I-XVIII  

M Oct 13 NO CLASSES: THANKSGIVING  

W Oct 15 Middlemarch Ch. I-XXXI Great Expectations essays due 

F Oct 17 Middlemarch Ch. I-XXXVI  

M Oct 20 Middlemarch Ch. I-XLIX  

W Oct 22 Middlemarch Ch. I-LVII  

F Oct 24 Middlemarch Ch. I-LXVII  

M Oct 27 Middlemarch Ch. I–LXXVI Middlemarch proposals due 

W Oct 29 Middlemarch (all)  

F Oct 31 Mini-Midterm III: Middlemarch Last day for Middlemarch journals 

M Nov 3 Thomas Hardy, Jude the Obscure Part I  

W Nov 5 Jude the Obscure Part II; Part III i-vi  

F Nov 7 Jude the Obscure Part III; Part IV Middlemarch essays due 

M Nov 10 NO CLASSES: STUDY DAY  

W Nov 12 Jude the Obscure Part V Jude the Obscure proposals due 

F Nov 14 Jude the Obscure (all)  

M Nov 17 Mini-Midterm IV: Jude the Obscure Last day for Jude the Obscure journals 

W Nov 19 George Gissing, The Odd Women Ch. 1-8 Option B proposals due 

F Nov 21 The Odd Women Ch. 1-16 Jude the Obscure essays due 

M Nov 24 The Odd Women Ch. 1-26  

W Nov 26 The Odd Women (all)  

F Nov 28 Mini-Midterm V: The Odd Women Last day for The Odd Women journals 

M Dec 1 Conclusions and Exam Review  

DEC 4-14 OFFICIAL EXAMINATION PERIOD DON’T LEAVE TOWN 

T Dec 10  OPTION B ESSAYS DUE 



 

 

 
 
 

Notes and Questions: 


