
 

 

 

English 1010, Introduction to Prose and Fiction 
Fall 2015 

MWF 10:35-11:25 Dunn 135 
Professor: Dr. Maitzen 

 
KEEP THIS HANDOUT IN A SAFE PLACE AND REVIEW IT OFTEN. 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Dr. Maitzen   Office: McCain 3185 
    Office Hours: WF 1:00-3:00 and by appointment 
    Email: Dr.Maitzen@Dal.Ca (see email policy posted on BbLearn) 
 
TA1:    Office: 
    Office Hours: 
    Email: 
 
TA2:     Office: 
    Office Hours: 
    Email: 
 
Required Books:  Broadview Press Bundle*: 

    Introduction to Literature: Literary Non-Fiction 
    Introduction to Literature: Short Fiction 
    Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own  

    Carol Shields, Unless 
 
Course Requirements: Formal Writing Assignments   45% 
    Reading Journals & Tutorial Worksheets 20% 
    3 Quizzes @ 5 % each    15% 
    Final Exam     20% 
    Total            100% 
 
 
*These texts are bundled by Broadview and sold at a discounted price for the package, which is 
custom-selected for this section of English 1010. Do not break open the shrink-wrapped 
package until you are sure you are staying in the course; once opened, packages cannot be 
returned.  

mailto:Dr.Maitzen@Dal.Ca


 

 

ENGLISH 1010 COURSE OBJECTIVES 
AND GOVERNING PRINCIPLES 

 
In this section of English 1010 we will study examples of prose and fiction that illustrate the 
power of language, when artfully deployed, to surprise, move, anger, persuade, and entertain 
us. Because reading and writing have never been just (or even primarily) academic exercises, 
we will focus especially on works that address important social, moral, and political questions, 
paying close attention to how good writers use literary and rhetorical strategies to further their 
ideas and achieve their effects. You will be challenged to engage actively and critically with our 
texts through debate, discussion, and writing of your own. The course objectives are, first, to 
enhance your love of reading, and second, to provide you with the skills, vocabulary, 
knowledge and experience to express and support well-informed opinions about what you 
read, whether in or out of class. 
 
English 1010 serves as both a Writing Requirement course and (in combination with another 
appropriate half-credit in English) as a prerequisite for upper-level English courses. English 
1010 is neither a creative writing course nor a remedial language course: you will not write 
personal journals, poems, or stories, and you will be expected to meet university-level 
standards for grammar and mechanics. But that doesn’t mean you can’t have fun! Not only will 
our approach lead to smart, responsible, in-depth discussion, but it will also help us appreciate 
the innovation, artistry, and passion of our writers and learn from them about the remarkable 
things that can be done with just words on the page.  
 
English 1010 focuses on skills as much as on information. Sometimes I will lecture, to provide 
you with the background and vocabulary necessary to understand and discuss our texts 
accurately. When I lecture, you should take notes, and you should review your notes regularly. 
(Yes, this material will be on the quizzes and the final exam!) Much of our class time, however, 
will be interactive, and the quality of this interaction will depend vitally on how well-prepared 
we all are. I need to be organized, well-informed, and ready to go every time I enter our 
classroom —and so do you. 
 
What does it mean to be “ready to go” for a university-level English class? First, it means having 
done all the reading, and not just hastily minutes before class: to find our class time interesting, 
you will need to have read actively, asking questions, noticing details, looking up words, 
expressions, or references that are unfamiliar to you, and writing about all of these things in 
your reading journal. Second, it means coming on time and equipped with your book, your 
notes, and any assignments due. Finally, it means following discussions closely and 
contributing to them to test your ideas and those of your classmates. Do not mistake the 
relative informality of our interactive sessions for insignificance: during every class meeting we 
will be practising the skills you will need for success on your assignments, including your essays 
and your final examination. 
 



 

 

ENGLISH 1010 REQUIREMENTS 

 
FORMAL WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
45% of your grade for this class will be based on formal writing completed outside of class. In 
the first part of the term you will do two short assignments, each worth 10% of your final grade. 
Later in the term you will complete one longer essay, worth 25% of your final grade. Specific 
topics and instructions for each assignment will be distributed well before each deadline, and 
we will spend class time working on your ideas, often using notes, thesis statements, proposals, 
or outlines you have written in your reading journal or developed in tutorials. 
 
All formal writing assignments must be prepared following the English Department’s 
formatting guidelines (linked to our BbLearn site). You will be required to submit electronic 
copies of your essays to the Assignments section of our Blackboard site; you will not receive 
credit for them until you have done so. 
 
All formal assignments are expected to meet university-level writing standards. Essays that 
have an unacceptable number of basic grammatical or other errors will be returned for 
correction and resubmission, and will incur late penalties until you turn in a corrected version. 
We will do some explicit work on grammar and writing in class and tutorials; we can work with 
you on with specific problems in office hours; and you can also consult the online writing 
resources linked to our BbLearn site, or seek extra help at the Writing Centre. 
 
READING JOURNAL 
 
10% of your grade for this class will be based on a Reading Journal. Your journal entries should 
be neatly printed on lined 8½” x 11” loose-leaf paper and stored (in careful sequence) in a 
folder or binder. You need to be able to remove individual sheets neatly on request. If you 
keep your journal on your computer, you will have to print out each entry before class or risk 
receiving no credit: electronic submissions will not be accepted. 
 
Sometimes you will be given specific topics to write on or questions to answer in your journal. 
At other times, you will be assigned an ‘open topic’ entry in which the only constraint will be 
that you focus analytically on our current reading. Each entry should be on its own sheet of 
paper, neatly dated and labeled with its topic. Illegible or off-topic entries will earn no credit. 
You should always aim to do work that is coherent and thoughtful, but this informal writing is 
not expected to be as polished as your formal assignments. 
 
This required journal makes tangible a standard expectation for all English courses, which is 
that you need do more than turn over every page before each class meeting — you need to be 
an active, questioning reader. You should write in your journal more often than is strictly 
necessary: the best way to become a good literary critic (or writer of any kind) is to practise a 
lot. 



 

 

 
At most class meetings, I will call in journal entries from a random selection of students. Each 
requested entry will be worth 2% of your final mark. If your name is called and you do not 
have the requested entry ready to submit on the spot, you will receive a zero for the 
corresponding 2% of your grade. You should therefore be vigilant about keeping your journal 
up to date and bringing it to class with you. No exceptions will be made to this policy, but 
there will be at least one bonus opportunity to make up for any missed submissions. 
 
QUIZZES 
 
You will write three short short-answer quizzes in class over the term, each worth 5% of your 
final grade. Dates will not be announced in advance. These quizzes will check whether you are 
keeping up with the reading; they will also test your grasp of the specialized vocabulary we will 
be learning, as well as historical contexts and key grammatical and punctuation rules. You will 
be expected to know the meaning of specific terms, to identify examples of particular literary 
techniques, and to answer questions about our assigned readings. Quizzes will give you a 
preview of what you can expect on the final exam; results will help both you and me see how 
well you are learning the course material and decide where to put in extra effort. The best way 
to be ready for these quizzes is to take good notes during class and while doing the readings, 
and to review your notes regularly and especially before every class meeting. 
 
TUTORIAL WORKSHEETS 
 
10% of your grade for this class will be based on worksheets completed and submitted during 
tutorials. Worksheets completed outside the tutorial meeting in which they are assigned will 
not be accepted for credit. No exceptions will be made to this policy, but there will be at least 
one bonus opportunity. 
 
FINAL EXAM 
 
There will be a 3-hour final exam for English 1010; as per English Department policy, it will be 
worth 20% of your final grade. Through multiple choice and short answer questions, the exam 
will test your knowledge of the readings, of literary terminology, and of the historical and other 
material covered in class; you will have to demonstrate your proficiency at literary analysis by 
commenting on specific passages; and a final essay question will give you a chance to show off 
your writing and thinking skills. 
 
The exam period is December 10-20. Plan to remain in Halifax throughout this period. Exams 
are formal university procedures scheduled by the Registrar’s Office and governed by very 
specific regulations. No alternative exam times will be offered. 
  



 

 

ENGLISH 1010 POLICIES 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Though no specific portion of your grade in English 1010 is set aside for attendance, sign-in 
sheets will be circulated daily, and the course requirements and policies are designed to 
encourage and reward regular and well-informed attendance. Keep in mind that if you miss a 
class meeting, you may miss a quiz, a tutorial worksheet, or a chance to submit your Reading 
Journal, all of which will cost you marks you may not be able to make up. Be aware, too, that 
studies have shown that good attendance is strongly correlated with student success: just 
showing up really is important. 
 
Of course, attendance is also intrinsically worthwhile: without it, you will not learn everything 
the course has to offer you, or find the classes you are present for fully meaningful and 
engaging. If you are absent frequently, you will also not contribute your share to our 
collaborative work. For these reasons, I hope you will be committed to and motivated about 
coming to every class meeting unless you are seriously ill or suffer a family, medical, or other 
emergency. 
 
If you miss a class meeting for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out from another 
student what we worked on that day. Never ask me if you “missed anything important”—just 
think about what that implies! (If you do ask, be warned: I’ll probably send you this poem in 
reply.) And don’t double-book: never deliberately schedule appointments with doctors, 
dentists, psychics, other professors, or anyone else for the time that you have already 
committed to being in English 1010. 
 
 If you are having personal or medical problems that make it difficult for you to attend 
regularly, meet with me as soon as possible so that we can discuss how or whether you can 
successfully complete English 1010. The worst thing you can do, academically and personally, is 
to disappear without explanation. If you are not comfortable speaking with me or your TA 
directly about your situation, contact an advisor, a counselor, or the Dean of Student Affairs in 
your faculty and ask for assistance. Students who are absent frequently without sufficient 
reason may not be permitted to submit further work for the course.  
 
TUTORIALS 
 
Every Friday you will meet in a smaller group for discussion and learning activities that will 
complement the work we do in our lecture meetings. Sometimes during tutorials you will 
complete and submit a worksheet; each worksheet will be worth 2%, for a total of 10%, of your 
overall grade for the course. As with the Reading Journals, tutorial worksheets must be 
submitted in class when called for, without exception. No make-ups will be permitted for 
missed tutorial worksheets, but there will be at least one bonus opportunity. 
 

http://www.library.utoronto.ca/canpoetry/wayman/poem5.htm


 

 

CLASSROOM COURTESIES 
 
Please be punctual and stay for the full time so as not to interrupt or distract from our class 
work. For the same reason, do not chat, pass notes, do other homework or reading, or eat in 
class. Phones, iPods, watch alarms, and other gadgets should be turned off before class begins. 
(We all forget to turn our phones off once in a while. You’ll only get in real trouble if you 
actually answer yours in class — and that includes texting as well as talking.) Our class meetings 
are less than an hour: during that precious time, we all need to concentrate. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
At least initially, you are welcome to use your laptop or tablet to take notes, provided that is all 
you use it for, and provided you still participate actively in class discussion. Not only is it a waste 
of valuable class time for you to check Instagram, play Angry Birds, scroll through your Twitter 
feed, or buy shoes instead of paying attention, but it is also very distracting to those around 
you. You should consider, too, that research has shown that students generally learn and retain 
more when they take notes by hand, probably because the physical effort involved means they 
work harder to sort and synthesize, rather than simply transcribe, what they are hearing. 
 
 If during the term I (or any of you) have concerns about the effect computers are having on the 
quality of our classroom time, I will revisit this policy. 
  
MISSED QUIZZES 
 
If you miss a quiz because of an unavoidable medical, family, or other emergency (e.g. you are 
hit by a car or your child is projectile vomiting), contact me by e-mail as soon as possible. If you 
provide convincing details and documentation, I will consider your situation and may arrange 
for you to make up it up. Planned absences (including non-emergency medical appointments or 
travel) are avoidable and thus do not qualify you for make-up opportunities. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
The attached schedule tells you when your formal assignments are due — mark these dates on 
your calendar now! Unless otherwise specified, assignments are due in class and must be 
handed to me in person. If you cannot come to class when an assignment is due, turn it in early. 
Computer or printer crises are not acceptable excuses for late work. Start working well before 
the deadline, back up your files regularly, and keep rough drafts until after you have submitted 
your final version. Always keep a hard copy of the final version for yourself. 
 
Penalties for late assignments (except in cases of documented medical or other emergencies) 
are 1/3 of a letter grade (e.g. B to B-) per day and 1 full letter grade (e.g. B to C) for weekends; 
papers turned in on their due date but outside of class count as 1 day late. Papers that are 
more than 1 week late will not be accepted for any reason. 
 



 

 

JOURNAL ENTRIES 
 
Journal entries will be accepted for credit only if submitted immediately when I call them in 
from you. Because you will not be able to predict when your entries will be requested, be sure 
to keep your journal up to date and to bring it to every class meeting. If you are called on and 
do not have the requested entry ready to submit, or if you are absent when you are called on, 
you will receive a zero for the corresponding 2% of your grade. Journal entries will not be 
accepted outside of class or electronically for any reason. No exceptions will be made to this 
policy. However, there will be some bonus opportunities to make up these marks, so if you miss 
one or two, don’t panic. 
 
INTELLECTUAL HONESTY 
 
Your degree should represent your own achievements. Do not cheapen its value — or risk your 
academic future — by cheating. The damage to your character, the missed learning 
opportunities, and the undermining of your relationship with your instructors are all serious 
consequences. The academic penalties for being found guilty of an academic offense far 
outweigh any advantage you might hope to gain from taking short-cuts: depending on the 
offense, they range from failure on the assignment to failure in the course; in serious or repeat 
cases, they can be as severe as suspension or expulsion. If you are having trouble with your 
work or your time-management, seek appropriate help and support. 
 
On our BbLearn site you will find links to the university’s materials on academic integrity, as 
well as a statement prepared by the Assistant Dean of Student Matters for the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences: read this information carefully. Pay attention when we discuss proper 
attribution and citation in class, and always give appropriate credit when using someone else’s 
words or ideas (including the instructor’s). I am required to submit any cases of suspected 
academic misconduct to the Intellectual Integrity Officer for the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences.  
 
ACCESSIBILITY 
 
You should register as soon as possible at Student Accessibility Services if you believe you are 
eligible for academic accommodations. A detailed statement on the university’s 
accommodation policies is posted to our BbLearn site. 
  

http://studentaccessibility.dal.ca/index.html


 

 

 

English 1010 Fall 2015 
Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

Any changes will be announced in class and posted to BbLearn. 

 
 

Date Topic / Reading Assignment 

Friday Sept 11 Lecture: Introduction to English 1010 Be there! 

M Sept 13 Broadview Anthology: Introduction pp. xvii-xix; 
Twain, “Advice to Youth” 

Reading Journal Due 
(topic posted on BbLearn) 

W Sept 15 Swift, “A Modest Proposal”  

F Sept 17 TUTORIAL 1: Close Reading  

M Sept 20 Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”  

W Sept 22 Woolf, “The Death of the Moth”  

F Sept 24 TUTORIAL 2: Figurative Language  

M Sept 27 Gourevitch, “We Wish to Inform You…”  

W Sept 29 Toews, “A Father’s Faith”  

F Oct 2 TUTORIAL 3: Writing Skills (Quotations and 
Citations) 

 

M Oct 5 Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE 

W Oct 7 Poe, “The Black Cat”  

F Oct 9 TUTORIAL 4: Elements of Fiction  

M Oct 12 THANKSGIVING  

W Oct 14 Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”  

F Oct 16 TUTORIAL 5: Writing Skills  

M Oct 19 Joyce, “Araby”  

W Oct 21 Mansfield, “The Garden Party”  

F Oct 23 TUTORIAL 6: Story TBA  

M Oct 26 Munro, “Friend of My Youth”  

W Oct 28 Lahiri “Interpreter of Maladies”  

F Oct 30 TUTORIAL 7: Editing Skills  

M Nov 2 Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (Chapter 1) ASSIGNMENT 2 DUE 

W Nov 4 Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (Chapters 2-3)  

F Nov 6 TUTORIAL 8: Reading Woolf  

M Nov 9 Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (Chapter 4)  

W Nov 11 HOLIDAY  

F Nov 13 No Tutorials: Study or Office Hours  

M Nov 16 Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (all)  

W Nov 18 Shields, Unless (pp. 1-35)  

F Nov 20 TUTORIAL 9: Reading Unless  

M Nov 23 Shields, Unless (pp. 1-98)  

W Nov 25 Shields, Unless (pp. 1-166)  



 

 

F Nov 27 TUTORIAL 10: Writing Skills (Developing a Thesis)  

M Nov 30 Shields, Unless (pp. 1 -238)  

W Dec 2 Shields, Unless (all)  

F Dec 4 TUTORIAL 11: PEER EDITING DRAFTS DUE 

M Dec 7 Conclusions and Exam Review ESSAYS DUE by 10 p.m. 

Dec 10-20 Exam Period DO NOT LEAVE TOWN 

 
 


