
 

 

English 3031 

The 19th-Century British Novel from Austen to Dickens 

Dr. R. Maitzen  

Fall 2017 MWF 1:30-2:30 McCain 1116 

 

In this course we will study a selection of British novels from the first half of the nineteenth 

century. During these decades, authors experimented with both the form and the subject matter 

of fiction as they transformed the novel from a generic upstart into the century’s dominant 

literary form.  Broad issues our discussions are likely to engage include the relationship of the 

present to the past, of the individual to society, and of the individual to modern institutions and 

systems (such as government, law, religion, or industry); problems of self-discovery and identity; 

questions of love, marriage, and morality; questions of gender, class, and race; and the role of the 

artist, especially the novelist, and of literature, especially the novel, in investigating, articulating, 

and affecting all of these issues. At all times, our primary concern will be to read our books 

closely and revel in them—to understand, analyze, and appreciate their richness and variety of 

form, language, and content. To this end, we will pay careful attention to textual detail as well as 

to these larger themes and patterns. Our readings are long; you should be prepared to put in 

enough time to read them attentively. But they are also delightful, so your effort will be heartily 

repaid in pleasure! Regular, well-informed, and enthusiastic class participation will be 

encouraged; regular, well-informed, and enthusiastic writing will be required. 

 

Contact Information:  Dr.Maitzen@Dal.Ca (see our Blackboard site for my email policy) 

Office Hours: T 10:00-11:30, F 2:30-3:30, by appointment, or any time 

my office door is open. 

 

Required Books:   Jane Austen, Persuasion 

 William Makepeace Thackeray, Vanity Fair 

 Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre 

 Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South 

 Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

 

All books have been ordered in Oxford World’s Classics editions. You may use other scholarly 

editions instead (such as Penguin, Broadview, or Norton) or earlier OUP editions if you are 

prepared to search for cited passages during class discussion. I do not recommend using budget 

editions or free online versions, as they are often incomplete or inaccurate; they also typically 

lack useful apparatus including explanatory footnotes and textual history. If your budget is tight, 

check used bookstores for OUP editions instead, as I have assigned them all before! 

 

Course Requirements: 

 

Option A (default)  Option B (permission only)  

Mini-Midterms (4 @ 10 %) 40% Mini-Midterms (4 @ 10%) 40% 

Short Essay 25% Short Essay 25% 

Final Exam 35% Final Essay 35% 

TOTAL 100% TOTAL 100% 

 

mailto:Dr.Maitzen@Dal.Ca


 

 
 
 
 

2 

About the Course Requirements 

 

Readings: Our novels are long, and if you are a slow reader, you may find it challenging to keep 

up, especially with Vanity Fair. But it is possible (many students before you have managed it), 

and it can even be fun! Just don’t assume you can catch up the night (or the hour) before a class 

meeting. Plan ahead, seize every opportunity to read another chapter or two—and if you feel 

really swamped, skim along for a while and then go back later to important sections. Whatever 

you do, don’t start skipping class because you are behind in the reading: it’s much better to be in 

class and know more or less what we’re talking about than to be out of the loop altogether. 

 

Mini-Midterms: At the end of our class work on each novel, you will write an in-class “mini-

midterm” comprised of short answer questions and a passage to analyze. There will be five of 

these; your best four marks will count towards your final grade. You may skip the last one if you 

are satisfied with your first four marks, but I don’t recommend deliberately missing any before 

then in case you end up sick or otherwise unable to make another one. Make-up tests will be 

allowed only in truly exceptional circumstances (such as verifiable medical or other 

emergencies). If you miss a mini-midterm for any other reason (sleeping in, minor illness, 

doctor’s appointment, leaving early or returning late from scheduled breaks), that zero will 

simply stand as your lowest mark. 

 

Short Essay: Everyone will write a 750-1000 word critical essay on one of our first four novels 

(or one of our first three, if you hope to complete Option B). You may choose which novel you 

write on and thus which deadline you need to meet (see schedule), but you must notify me of 

your intentions by sending me an email stating your commitment and attaching a thoughtful 1-

page (double-spaced) proposal no later than the deadline on the schedule. You may not back 

out once you have submitted your proposal; late proposals will be considered only in 

exceptional circumstances, for which documentation may be required. No exceptions will 

be made to these policies. More detailed instructions and suggested essay topics will be 

distributed separately. 

 

Final Exam: There will be a 3-hour final exam for this course with short answer questions, 

passages to analyze, and an essay question. Exams are formal university proceedings scheduled 

by the Registrar’s Office and governed by very specific regulations. Until and unless I have 

agreed that you may do Option B, assume you will be writing the final exam for this course and 

do not make travel plans for the exam period (December 7-17). No alternative exam 

arrangements will be made except for students with properly documented accommodation 

needs. 

 

Option B (Final Essay): If you do well (B+ or better) on the short essay assignment and would 

like the opportunity to write a more extended analysis of some of our readings, including a 

research component, you may request to meet the requirements under Option B. You must 

submit your request no later than November 27 along with a well-researched proposal (detailed 

instructions and suggested topics will be distributed later in the term). You will have to write on 

Great Expectations as one of your texts. Not everyone who requests Option B will necessarily be 

approved for it. Until and unless I have agreed that you may do Option B, assume you will be 

writing the final exam for this course: do not make travel plans for the exam period (December 

7-17). No alternative exam arrangements will be made. 
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Course Policies 

 

This syllabus explains in detail all policies specific to English 3031. Please read it carefully: by 

registering in the course, you are agreeing to proceed on these terms. To guarantee consistency 

and transparency for all students in the course, no individual exceptions or exemptions will 

be negotiated. This syllabus also highlights some key university-wide policies. More 

information is available through the links on our Brightspace site. Please note that you are 

governed by all Dalhousie University policies as stated in the University Calendar, regardless of 

whether they are reiterated in this syllabus. It is your responsibility to be aware of the rules, as 

well to know your rights as a student at the University. 

 

GENERAL COURTESY: For both lectures and tutorials, please be punctual and stay for the 

whole time, so as not to interrupt or distract from our work together as a class. Phones, iPods, 

Blackberries, and any other personal devices should be turned off before class begins. Everyone 

will appreciate being able to concentrate! Out of respect for your classmates’ privacy as well as 

mine, you may not record our classroom sessions unless you need to do so because of a properly 

documented accessibility issue. 

 

LAPTOPS: You are welcome to use your laptop to take notes during lectures and discussions, 

but please do not use it for anything else. Not only does that waste our valuable time, but studies 

have shown that your screen can be very distracting to your neighbors in the classroom. If during 

the term I become concerned that your computer use is keeping you from participating in 

discussion, interfering with your classmates’ concentration, or otherwise detracting from our 

shared work in class, I will have a word with you and expect you to turn things around. 

 

ATTENDANCE: Learning in English courses depends on practice and discussion by you as 

much as on lecturing and modeling by me, so I take attendance very seriously. Though no 

specific portion of your grade is set aside for it, sign-in sheets will be circulated daily and the 

course assignments and policies are designed to encourage and reward regular and well-informed 

attendance. I hope that you will be committed to and motivated about coming to every class 

meeting. There is no need to contact me about an occasional absence (in fact, I would prefer you 

didn’t), but please get in touch promptly if an ongoing problem is interfering with your ability to 

come to class regularly, not least so that I can steer you to appropriate support or resources. If 

you miss classes for any reason, it is your responsibility to get notes and information about what 

you missed from other students. 

 

EMAIL: Dalhousie assigns all students an official email address; this the only email address that 

we are supposed to use to communicate with you about university business. Be sure to check 

your Dalhousie email address frequently in order to stay current with Dalhousie 

communications. At your own risk, you may choose to have your Dalhousie email forwarded to 

a different account. Do not email me questions about course requirements or policies 

without carefully checking the syllabus and Brightspace course materials first. I try to 

respond to emails promptly, but don’t assume I will get (or can answer) your message 

immediately, or at night, or on weekends. Treat emails as business communications: see ‘How to 

Email Your Professor’ (linked to our Brightspace site) for further guidance. 
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LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments are due as indicated on the schedule. If you have 

advance notice that you will be absent or busy around any of these dates, plan ahead. Anticipate 

technical problems: keep cloud back-ups and/or print-outs of rough drafts in case your laptop 

breaks down, is stolen, or gets a virus. Late assignments will be penalized ⅓ of a letter grade per 

day (e.g. B to B-); the clock starts immediately after the deadline and stops when I receive the 

paper. At my discretion, late assignments may receive only minimal commentary. Assignments 

that are more than one week late will not be accepted for credit at all unless you have received 

special permission in advance due to a family or other emergency. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Being part of the academic community at Dalhousie means 

committing yourself to the principles of academic integrity that underlie all of our work. The 

fundamental principle of academic integrity is that people receive credit only for work that they 

have done themselves. You must not pass off the work of others as your own or allow others to 

submit your work under their names. As stated in the University Calendar, “Violations of 

intellectual honesty are offensive to the entire academic community, not just to the individual 

faculty member and students in whose class an offence occurs.” Such violations betray the trust 

necessary to the academic enterprise, show disrespect to your colleagues in that enterprise 

(including both your instructors and your fellow students) and undermine your claim to your 

degree. 

 

Our Brightspace site includes a link to Dalhousie’s policies, including information about 

procedures in casese where an offense is suspected. I will review the core principles in class, but 

ultimately it is your responsibility to be informed about and comply with the University’s 

policies. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY AND ACCOMMODATION: You should register as soon as possible at 

Academic Support Services if you need academic accommodations under the terms of 

Dalhousie’s accessibility policies. Follow the link on our Brightspace site for more information. 

 

 

 

See our Brightspace site for information about additional policies, including Dalhousie’s 

Culture of Respect and the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

 

  

http://ug.cal.dal.ca/UREG.htm#12
http://www.dal.ca/campus_life/student_services/academic-support/accessibility.html


 

 
 
 
 

5 

LINKS TO 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

University Policies and Programs 

 Important Dates in the Academic Year (including add/drop dates) 

http://www.dal.ca/academics/important_dates.html 

 University Grading Practices: Statement of Principles and Procedures 

https://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/policies/academic/grading-practices-

policy.html 

 Scent‐Free Program  

https://www.dal.ca/dept/safety/programs-services/occupational-safety/scent-free.html 

 

Learning and Support Resources 

 General Academic Support - Academic Advising:  

https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/advising.html   

 Copyright and Fair Dealing: https://libraries.dal.ca/services/copyright-office/fair-

dealing/fair-dealing-guidelines.html  

 Libraries: http://libraries.dal.ca  

 Student Health Services: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-wellness/health-

services.html  

 Counselling and Psychological Services: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-

wellness/counselling.html  

 Black Student Advising: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/communities/black-student-

advising.html  

 Aboriginal Student Centre: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/communities/native.html  

 ELearning Website: https://www.dal.ca/dept/elearning.html  

 Student Advocacy Services: https://www.dsu.ca/services/community-student-

services/student-advocacy-service  

 Dalhousie Ombudsperson: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/safety-respect/student-rights-

and-responsibilities/where-to-get-help/ombudsperson.html 

 Writing Centre: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/writing-and-study-

skills.html  

 Studying for Success program and tutoring: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-

support/study-skills-and-tutoring.html  

 

Recognition of Mi’kmaq Territory 

 

Dalhousie University would like to acknowledge that the University is on traditional Mi’kmaq 

Territory. The Elders in Residence program provides students with access to First Nations elders 

for guidance, counsel and support. Visit the office in the McCain Building (room 3037) or 

contact the programs at elders@dal.ca or 902‐494‐6803 (leave a message). 

 

  

http://www.dal.ca/academics/important_dates.html
https://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/policies/academic/grading-practices-policy.html
https://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/policies/academic/grading-practices-policy.html
https://www.dal.ca/dept/safety/programs-services/occupational-safety/scent-free.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/advising.html
https://libraries.dal.ca/services/copyright-office/fair-dealing/fair-dealing-guidelines.html
https://libraries.dal.ca/services/copyright-office/fair-dealing/fair-dealing-guidelines.html
http://libraries.dal.ca/
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-wellness/health-services.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-wellness/health-services.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-wellness/counselling.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/health-and-wellness/counselling.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/communities/black-student-advising.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/communities/black-student-advising.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/communities/native.html
https://www.dal.ca/dept/elearning.html
https://www.dsu.ca/services/community-student-services/student-advocacy-service
https://www.dsu.ca/services/community-student-services/student-advocacy-service
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/safety-respect/student-rights-and-responsibilities/where-to-get-help/ombudsperson.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/safety-respect/student-rights-and-responsibilities/where-to-get-help/ombudsperson.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/writing-and-study-skills.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/writing-and-study-skills.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/study-skills-and-tutoring.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/academic-support/study-skills-and-tutoring.html
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English 3031 DRAFT Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

 

Date Readings Assignments 

W Sept 6 Introduction to English 3031 Be there! 

F Sept 8 Lecture: The 19th-Century Novel  

M Sept 11 Austen, Persuasion (Vol.I Chs. I-V)  

W Sept 13 Austen, Persuasion (Vol.I — all)  

F Sept 15 Austen, Persuasion ((Vol.II Chs. I-IX)  

M Sept 18 Austen, Persuasion (all) Last day of Fall add-drop period 

W Sept 20 Mini-Midterm 1: Persuasion Persuasion Proposals Due 

F Sept 22 Essay-Writing Workshop  

M Sept 25 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-VI  

W Sept 27 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-XIV  

F Sept 29 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-XXIV Persuasion Papers Due 

M Oct 2 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-XXXII Last day to drop Fall courses with no ‘W’ 

W Oct 4 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-XLIII  

F Oct 6 Thackeray, Vanity Fair Chs. I-LV  

M Oct 9 THANKSGIVING — No Class  

W Oct 11 Thackeray, Vanity Fair (all)  

F Oct 13 Mini-Midterm 2: Vanity Fair Vanity Fair Proposals Due 

M Oct 16 Brontë, Jane Eyre Vol.I Chs. I-X  

W Oct 18 Brontë, Jane Eyre Vol.I; Vol. II Chs. I-IV  

F Oct 20 Brontë, Jane Eyre Vol.II; Vol.III Ch. 1  

M Oct 23 Brontë, Jane Eyre Vol.III Chs. I-VII  

W Oct 25 Brontë, Jane Eyre (all) Vanity Fair Papers Due 

F Oct 27 Mini-Midterm 3: Jane Eyre  

M Oct 30 Gaskell, North and South (Vol.I Chs. I-XIII) Jane Eyre Proposals Due 

W Nov 1 Gaskell, North and South (Vol.I—all)  

F Nov 3 Gaskell, North and South (Vol.II Chs. I-X)  

M Nov 6 READING WEEK — No Class  

W Nov 8 READING WEEK — No Class  

F Nov 10 READING WEEK — No Class  

M Nov 13 No Class (in lieu of Remembrance Day)  

W Nov 15 Gaskell, North and South (Vol.II Chs. XI-XIX) Jane Eyre Papers Due 

F Nov 17 Gaskell, North and South (all)  

M Nov 20 Mini-Midterm 4: North and South North and South Proposals Due 

W Nov 22 Dickens, Great Expectations (Vol.I Chs. I-VII)  

F Nov 24 Dickens, Great Expectations (Vol.I—all)  

M Nov 27 Dickens, Great Expectations (Vol.II Chs. I-IXV) Option B Proposals Due 

W Nov 29 Dickens, Great Expectations (Vol.II; Vol. III 

Chs.I-XI) 

North and South Papers Due 

F Dec 1 Dickens, Great Expectations (all)  

M Dec 4 Mini-Midterm 5: Great Expectations  

T Dec 5 Conclusions and Exam Review (Monday class schedule) 

M Dec 11  Option B essays due by 6 p.m. 

Dec 7-17 EXAM PERIOD Don’t leave town 

 


